Asien-Afrika-Institut

it

L2 ¥ Universitit Hamburg Ml
RRRRRRRRRRRRR DER LEHRE | DER BILDUNG

Associative constructions of Tivoid languages
(Nigeria/Cameroon)

Michael T. Angitso & Roland Kiel3ling
27 ICHL , Santiago de Chile 18. - 22.08.2025
NuClaBA project (“Numeral classifiers of the Benue-Congo languages of Africa”)

DFG Deutsche 1
Forschungsgemeinschaft



Tiv and Tivoid

* Tiv and the distribution of

related Tivoid languages in
Nigeria / Cameroon

6 million speakers (Eberhard,
etal, 2025)
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Tiv noun class system

AM, REL

- g-, d-, m-, w-, -m, (w)dn-, or- [...] u= = k <w>dsé ‘woman’, or ‘person’
la g- -pé, g- -pé pe= ma-pé ‘(some)place’
“ mba- -v, mba- -v, u- -v [...] mba = =y kdsé-v ‘women’
XNl - - i-or ‘people’

u- - u= = u-kon ‘tree’

i- - = = fy-wen ‘stone’

d- - 1= = d-wen ‘stones’
m m- -m mmd = =m m-kan-um ‘chairs’
i- -y ki= =y i-kyin-tiy ‘chair’
m i- -y mbi = =y i-yd-v ‘bellies’
_ i- (-) i= = i-nam ‘animal’
i- - i= = i-nam ‘animals’
u- -v mbii= =y t-tdhd-v ‘power’
i--v i-yd-v ‘belly’
14b RIEEY u-tid-y ‘night’
u- -y kii= =y u-wé-y ‘hand’

Table 1: Tiv noun class system: noun affixes and concords



Associative constructions

1a Possession
i-kyJn-iiy ki tor
7-chair-7 7.AM 1.king

‘chair of a lking’

b Part-whole
i-tyam-éy ki u-kon
7-fruit-7 7.AM 3-tree

‘fruit of a tree’



Noun-noun semantic variation

» Twelve types of semantic relationship between nouns:
* Possession
 Part - whole
» Product - material
« Container - content
« Animate - place
e [tem - purpose
* Place - use
* Time - use
« Property assignment (attribute-attributed)
* (inter)personal Relationship
e Classification (classifier-classified)
» Taxonomy (subordinate-superordinate)



Product - material

2a  i-kyon-iy ki u-kon
7-chair-7 7.AM 3-wood
‘chair of wood’ = ‘wooden chair’
b tsiia u i-yd
1.pot 1.AM 7-iron

‘pot of iron’ = ‘iron pot’



Container - content

L

3a ifey i i-tyo
9-keg 9.AM 9-palm_wine
‘keg of palm wine’

b i-kpyé i bia
5-bottle:5 5.AM 1.beer
‘bottle of beer’



Animate - place

4a k<w>ase kwande

l.woman<1> kwande

‘woman of kwande’ = ‘woman from kwande’
b i-nam u-toho

9-animal 3-bush

‘animal of bush’ = ‘wild animal’
C i-kyon m-nger

10-tree:10 6a-water
‘trees of water’ = ‘aquatic trees’



Item - purpose

8«

5a i-fey i i-tyo
9-keg 9.AM 9-palm_wine
‘keg of palm wine’

b i-kyondo i u-sile
O9-cloth 9.AM 3-farm
‘cloth of farm’



Place of use

6a a-te i-dzt

1-traditional_palor 5-judgement

‘traditional palor of judgement’ = ‘law court’
b u-témbé kasiuwa

3-courtyard:31.market
‘courtyard of market’ = ‘marketplace/square’



Time of use

7a  i-yamnge i adua
9-day 9.AM 1.church_service
‘day of church service’ = ‘sunday’
b i-fién i m-dzungu
9-time 9.AM 1-sorrow

‘time of sorrow’ = ‘lent’



Property assignment (attribute - attributed)

8a tidon k<w>ase
1.vertical_partition l.woman<1>
‘short of woman’ = ‘short woman’

b d-tsave: u-on

6-worthless:6 2-child
‘worthless of children’ = ‘worthless children’



(inter)personal Relationship

9a ngd u=k<w>dse
1.mother 1.AM =1.woman<1>
‘mother of a woman’

b i-[1o: i=tor
9-fiancée 9.AM =1.king
‘fiancée of a king’



Classification (classifier - classified)

10a i-fapge i a-batfa: my3m
O-seed:9 O.AM 6-letter 9.one
‘one letter’ = ‘one seed of letter’

b i-kya i dkpukpd i-tyar

10-leaf:10  10.AM 1.pudding 10-three
‘three puddings’ = ‘three leaves of pudding’



Taxonomy

11a  a-gbum u=1-ky?:
1-water snail 1.AM =9-snail
‘water snail of snail’ = ‘water snail (type)’
b i-gbyol i=1i-ywen
9-gravel:9 9.AM =5-stone

‘gravel of stone’ = ‘gravel (type)’



Associative construction types

Four different types of associative constructions:
* Type I = AGR associative maker forms

* Type II = AGR!associative maker forms
» Type III = AGR-CON associative maker forms

zero associative maker forms

* Type IV



Associative Construction types - details

Class |AGR (TypeI) |AGR!(Type II) |[AGR-CON (Type III) |Null (Type IV)
1 u= Y,
2 mba = mba =

3 U=

5 i=

6 d= d-a=

6a mma= mma =

7 ki= ki=

8 mbi= mbi =

O 1=

10 [ =

14 mbil = mbtl =

15 ku= ki =

Angitso & KieBling
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Associative construction type illustration:

12a

Type It
i-kyon-iiy
7-chair-7

‘chair of a king’

Type II:
i-kyJn-iiy
7-chair-7
‘chair of a God’

Type I1II:
d-kondu
6-cloth:6

‘cloths of a king’

Type IV:
kdsé-v
2:woman-2

‘women of Gboko’

6-AM

gbo:ko
1.gboko
‘women from Gboko’

tor
1.king

asndu
1.god

tor
1.king



Mapping of semantic functions on associative

construction types

Associative construction Type

Mapped semantic interpretation

I

Actual possession, part - whole,
product — material, classification, place
— use, time — use

I1 constructive  possession, taxonomy,
container -content, Item - purpose,
(inter)personal relations

I11 ? possession

IV Property assignment, animate — place

Table 2: Mapping of the semantic functions on the associative construction types




Personal relationship (Type II) vs. Property assignment (Type IV)

13 Personal relationship | Property assignment (type IV)
(type II)
J= ~u= |nom u=1-gyo nom 1-gy0
1.husband:]1 1.AM=9-pi 1.husband:1 9-pi
‘husband of a pig’ Pis ‘husband of pi s ‘male pig’
D= ~Uu= I{g5 L‘t=1‘\;fgy‘ , g0 1-gy0
.mother 1.AM =9-pig |l.mgther = pig ,
‘mother of a pig’ ‘mother of a pig’ = ‘female pig’




Personal relationship (Type II) vs. animate — place (Type IV)

14

Personal relationship (type II) animate - place (type IV)

k<w>ase 1 =kwande k<w>dase kwdnde

l.woman<1> 1.AM =kwande l.woman<1> kwande

‘woman of kwande’ = ‘wife of kwande’ |‘woman from kwande’ LIT: ‘woman of kwande’
or u=kwande or kwande

1.person 1.AM =kwande 1.person kwande

‘man of kwande’, e.g. a supporter ‘man from kwande’ LIT:‘man of kwande’




Part- whole (Type I) vs. Taxonomy (Type II)

15

Part - Whole Taxonomy

i-tyam-¢é ki=1t-kon i-tyam-¢é ki=mdngo
7-fruit- 7.AM = 3-tree 7-fruit- 7.AM = 1.mango
‘fruit of a tree’ ‘fruit of mango’

*I-tydm-éy ki=1i-kon *I-tydm-€y ki=mdngo
7-fruit-7 7.AM = 3-tree 7-fruit-7 7.AM = 1.mango

‘fruit of a tree’

‘fruit of mango’

Angitso & Kiel3ling
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» Actual possession vs. constructive possession

16a

Actual possession
i-kyn-ty ki
7-chair-7 7.AM
‘chair of a Myom’

Constructive possession
i-kyin-iy ki
7-chair-7 7.AM
‘chair of a Myom’

myom
myom

myom
myom



Alienable vs. inalienable possessions

Alienable (type I) vs. inalienable possession (type I + enclitic)

17a  Inalienable possession

i-kyon-iy ki tor =0y
7-chair-7 7.AM 1.king=7.cL
‘chair of a king’ = ‘throne’

b Alienable possession
i-kyon-iy ki tor
7-chair-7 7.AM 1.king

‘chair of a king’ (= just any chair belonging to the king)



Metaphorical extension entailed by alienability contrast

18a

Body part (inalienable)

Vg

m némnge a d-fe d-a tor =
1sG see with 6-eye:6 6-AM 1.king=CL
‘I saw the eyes of a king’ = ‘royal eyes’

Public office (metaphorical extension) (alienable)

m nénge a d-fe d-a tor
1sG see with 6-eye:6 6-AM 1.king

‘I saw a ceremonial representative of a king’



Productivity of the alienability contrast

19a Alienable:

st va a or u i-tfivi
1PL. come with  1.person 1.AM 5-honour

‘we came with a person of honour’ (alienable)

b Inalienable:
st va a or u i-tfivir=1iy
1PL.  come with  1.person 1.AM 5-honour=7.CL

‘we came with an honourable person’ (usually, in reference to the king)



Alienability contrast depends on cultural conditions

20a  Alienable possession

i-kyon-iy ki dzaki
7-chair-7 7.AM 1.chief
‘chair of a chief’

*b Inalienable possession
i-kyon-iiy ki dzaki=y
7-chair-7 7.AM 1.chief=7.cL

‘chair of a chief’ = ‘throne’



Conclusion

* High degree of different semantic interpretations

» Mapping of semantic interpretation to morphosyntactic
types of associative constructions.

» Semantic subtypes/shades of possession: actual (Type I)
and constructive (Type II) possession. Type III ???
» Marked subtypes of possession: alienable vs. inalienable
* Subject to:
* Metaphoric extension
* Cultural principles
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