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Tivoid languages

Tiv and various under-described
Tivoid languages in
Cameroon/Nigeria:

Ugare, Evand, Itang, Icheve

Bantoid noun class system,

various Tivoid complexities (e.g.
circumfixation of adnominal m——
class markers) Uncertain affiliation

Concurrent numeral classifier
system

Northern Tivoid: worlist

collected by Robert Koops in 'sﬁ"‘“’;esaka
1970s, compiled by Roger other Tivoid
Blench (Blench 2006, Blench 5,:’;:3;:’”“
2016)
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Northern Tivoid

Autonym |Ethnologue 2025 |ISO 639-3 |number of
speakers

Batu: Amanda-Afi btu < 500 1 ,7476\ ¢
Batu: Angwe btu 3 | ’PO(/
Bujigi Batu: Kamino btu 750 YV

Badu Buru bgw 4

WAL GG Bitare (Asha, brt 6.000
Yukutare)

W DAETNVESS Abon (Abong, abo 1.000
Abo, Ba’ban)

Ambo (Timap) amb 5



Northern Tivoid: Lexical comparison

88 39 36 39 37 37 29 29 29 25 28
m 40 39 67 59 52 42 45 43 38 35 39
m 38 36 67 57 50 42 38 35 31 32 34
m 43 39 59 57 47 36 42 39 38 36 39
39 37 52 50 47 56 38 36 36 34 39
m 35 37 42 42 36 56 34 33 29 25 32
31 29 45 38 42 38 34 8 70 66 53
30 29 43 35 39 36 33 86 71 66 52
20 29 38 31 38 36 29 70 71 61 43
24 25 35 32 36 34 25 66 66 61 46
27 28 39 34 39 39 32 53 52 43 46 5



Northern Tivoid: agreement classes (subject marker)
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Gender marking by circumfixation

Evand (Central Tivoid): fully alliterative circumfixation

NPx-Root-NSx: ki-tam-ék ki-md-k vi-tam-év vi-al>-v
7-fruit-7 7-one-7 8-fruit-8 8-two-8
‘one fruit’ ‘two fruits’

Bujigi (Northern Tivoid): (partially alliterative) circumfixation

NPx-Root-NSx: nina go-funun nina-u bu-va-u
l.woman 1-one 2.woman-2 2-two-2
‘one woman’ ‘two women’
fe-fufo-y fé-funin mu-fafo-m  miu-ta-m
19-peper-19 19-one 6a-pepper-6a 6a-three-6a

‘one pepper’ ‘three peppers’
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NT distribution of agreement suffixes across noun classes

_______|Bujigi |Wumenou /Mbwami |[Badu | Munguma |Njwande |[Ebe
+ + + + - +

1 +
+ + + + - + +
n.a n.a + + n.a. + +
n.a n.a n.a n.a. n.a n.a. n.a
+ + + + - + +
I + + + + - + +
6a & + + + - + +
+ n.a + + - + +
I + + + + - + +
EN + + + + - + +
+ + + + - + +
EEERY + + n.a n.a n.a n.a. n.a
+ + + + n.a + +
n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a + n.a
4 4+ 4+ + - + + :
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Northern Tivoid:

Attestation of adnominal noun class suffixes

[Buigi [Wumenou IMbwami_[Badu | Munguma [Niwande _JEbe
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_ ? -(w)u (-bu) ? ? ? -
n.a. n.a. - - - - -
5
m -m -m -mu *.mu -m(V) *-m(V) -
) Gyd) (-k) i i i i
. O s - - -
10 B R L
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Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -m (6a)

3
BIRD: PB *-joni; PGr *f5>-niin_/ r-niin ; PBC *i-nono / i-nono %@Oo

Bujigi é-nuni / é-niuni-m (19/6a)

Wumenou nuni-fu / nuna-m (19/6a)

Mbwami md-numu / mu-pumu (19/6a) < *mu-npun-mu

Badu: ma-nimi / mu-pimi (19/6a) < *mu-nin-mi

Munguma md-numo / mo-numo (19/6a) < *mo-nun-mo

Njwande ki-niin / bi-niin (7/8)

Ebe fi-néré / mu-péré (19/6a)

CT: Evand i-dnum-we / mu-anin-um (5/6a)

Mbwami / Badu / Njwande: fossilization of class 6a NSx *-m

11



L NIGERIA

Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -m (6a)

WATER: PGr *-mo, [ki, lib, dib]; PR *m-mol; PBC *ma-izi, *ma-ni

Bujigi m-bigd-m (6a)

Wumenou m-bigd-m (6a)

Mbwami mu-ngomo (6a) < *mu-ngor(o)-mo
Badu: miu-ngoird (6a)

Munguma miu-ggim-om (6a) < < *mu-ngir(s)-om
Njwande m3-ngim3 (6a) < *mi-ngir(s)-mj

Ebe mJ-1gors (6a)

CT: Tiv m-ngér-em (6a)

CT: Evand mo-mul-um (6a)

Mbwami / Njwande: fossilization of class 6a NSx *-m
12



L NIGERIA

WATER: Reanalysis of NSx-m (6a) as part of the root

*mu-ngVrV-mo > m-ngér-em (Tiv)

|

Syncope: *mu-ngor¥-mo > *mu-ngor-mo

T

Liquid deletion: Nasal deletion:
*mu-ngor-mo > mu-ngomo *mu-ngor-mo > mu-ngoro
[Mbwami, Njwande] [Badu, Ebe]

Re-suffixation of -m: *mu-ngomo > mu-ggomo-m [Mungumal]

13
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Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -m (6a) Ambo gaw

Y.
B
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PEPPER: NTiv *fe-siso-fV / *mu-sis6-m
Bujigi fe-fufo-y / mu-fufo-m (19/6a)
Wumenou fe-suso-fit / mo-suso-m (19/6a)
Mbwami ma-fifen / mu-fifen (5/6)
Badu: n-tfetfén / ba-n-tfetfen (1/2)
Munguma  fe-[if6 / mo-[ufo-m (19/6a)
Njwande e-yiyi / é-yiyi (9/10)
Ebe mu-s3sJ (6a)
CT: Tiv m-ke-m (6a)

14



Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -m (6a)

L NIGERIA
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STAR: PB *-yota, PGr *-san’ %’%% ?
Bujigi é-do: / n-do:-m (19/6a)
Wumenou  gy:-fii / m-ngi:-m (19/6a)
Mbwami é-0¢é0e / a-6é0e (5/6)
Badu: vdos / voOs (19/6a)
Munguma n-do:m / a-ndo:m (1/6)
Njwande é-zusu / é-zusi (9/10)
Ebe ?2? / ?2? (xxx)
CT: Tiv i-fan / d-san (9/6)

15



L NIGERIA

Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -(V)n (11/5b/9b??)

Bujigi Wumenou
BREAST (5b/6) m-ba:n-an / d-bdn m-ban-an / d-bdn
HEAD (5b/6) m-vin-un / d-fin m-vwén-én / a-fwén
LEG (5b/6) m-ban-dan / d-ban -ngan / d-bdn
FIRESTONE (5b/6) hén-en / d-hén hén-en / d-hén
CHARCOAL hdn-a ~ d-hdn hdn-an / d-hdn
GUINEA CORN n-dsig-in / d-dgin [...]
MAIZE n-dsig-an /a-tfug-an n-gug-un / a-kiin
SPEAR (5b/6) n-gsg-on / d-ksn n-gig-in / a-kan
CLAW 1-gdsd-n / d-kdsa (5b/6) ndsd-yi / pdsd-wi (5/8)
EGG (5b/6) n-dszi:-n / d-tfi: n-gt-n / d-ki
EYE (5b/6) nifi-n / a-nifi nifi-n /da-nifi
TONGUE (5b/6) néme-n / d-némé n-numan / d-numan
ROOT (5b/6) n-gdn-in / a-kdng-i n-gdg-an / a-kdn
SHAVING BLADE n-gég-en / a-kén, an-gég-en n-gég-en ~ a-kén
SEED [...] n-dzag-an /a-samg

NOSE dzindi ~ dzindi-i (7/8) n-gyon-on / a-gyol 6



Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -(V)n (11/5b/9b??)

BREAST: PB *-béede (5/6), PBC *li-lito / a-lito

Bujigi
Wumenou
Mbwami
Badu:
Munguma
Njwande
Ebe

L NIGERIA
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m-ba:n-an / d-bdan (5b/6)
m-ban-an / d-bdan (5b/6)
é-ban / d-bdn (5/6)
e-ban / a-ban (5/6)
é-ban / a-ban (5/6)
é-ban / d-ban (5/6)
£-bané /a-ban€ (5/6)

CT: Ugare

i-vyéndé / é-vindi (5/6)

17



L NIGERIA

Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix -(V)n (11/5b/9b??)

EYE: PB *-jico (5/6), PBC *li-lito / a-lito

Bujigi nift-n / @-nift (5b/6) < *n-jifti-n / *d-n-jifi
Wumenou  jpift-n /d-nifi (5b/6) < *n-jifi-n / *d-n-jifi
Mbwami é-nifi / a-nifi (5/6) < *é-n-jifi / *d-n-jifi
Badu: é-fi / d-fi (5/6)

Munguma é-fi / a-fi (5/6)

Njwande é-fi / d-fi (5/6)

Ebe £-[€ / a-[€ (5/6)

CT: Tiv i-fé ~ a-[é (5/6)

18
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Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix —-(V)n (11/5b/9b??)

ﬂ%
TONGUE: PB *-dimi (11/6), PBC *li-lemi / a-lemi *
Bujigi nemé-n / a-némé (5b/6)
Wumenou n-numan / a-numan (5b/6)
Mbwami e-ne / a-ne (5/6)
Badu: é-nem/ a-nem (5/6)
Munguma é-ném /d-ném (5/6)
Njwande é-nim / a-nim (5/6)
Ebe 2?2 / 2?2 (xx/xx?)
CT: Tiv ti-nombii: / i-nombii: (3/10)

Wumenou: fossilization of class 11/5b/9b NSx *-n

19
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Northern Tivoid: adnominal noun class suffix —(V)n (11/5b/9b??) Ampy gata
od
%@@O A A
TOOTH: PB *-jino (5/6), PBC *li-nino ~ li-nini / a-nino ~ a-nini W
Bujigi ji:-n / d-ni: (5b/6)
Wumenou ni-n / d-ni (5b/6)
Mbwami é-ni / a-ni (5/6)
Badu: é-ni / a-ni (5/6)

Munguma é-ni / a-ni (5/6)
Njwande é-ngi / a-ngi (5/6)
Ebe 2?2 / 2?2 (xx/xx)
CT: Tiv i-ni-y / a-ni (7/6)

Bujigi / Wumenou: reanalysis of root final C as NSx -n
20



Northern Tivoid: alternation of /g/ ~ /n/ in 11/5b/9b

GUINEA CORN
MAIZE

SPEAR (5b/6)
ROOT (5b/6)
SHAVING BLADE
SEED

NOSE

Bujigi

n-dgig-in / d-dgin
n-dgiig-an /a-tfiig-an
n-gsg-on / d-kin

n-gdan-in / a-kdng-i
n-gég-en / a-kén, an-gég-en
[...]

dzindi ~ dzindi-i (7/8)

Wumenou

[...]

n-gug-un / a-kin
n-gsg-an / a-kin
n-gdg-an / a-kdn
n-gég-en ~ a-kén
n-dzag-an /a-samn
n-gyon-on / a-gyol

£
%k

NIGERIA
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Northern Tivoid: alternation of /g/ ~ /n/ in 11/5b/9b

SPEAR: PB *-gongd (5/6), PBC *li-kwonga / a-kwonga

Bujigi n-gig-on / d-ksn (5b/6)
Wumenou n-gig-n / a-kn (5b/6)
Mbwami £-gin / a-gin (5/6)
Badu: é-gin / a-gon (5/6)

Munguma e-gon / a-gin (5/6)
Njwande é-gongu / d-gongu (5/6)
Ebe £-gomj / d-gdm3j (5/6)

CT: Tiv i-wyange ~ d-warnge (5/6)

Bujigi / Wumenou nasal dissimilation: NC > C / _-Vn
*n-gong-vn > *n-goyg-vn > n-gog-on

22
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Northern Tivoid: Tonal circumfixation in 9/10~8 and 9/6

SNAKE: PB *-joka (9/10), PBC *i-noko / i-noko

Bujigi dzo: / dzo: (9/10)

Wumenou gy>hd / gyshs (9/8<*10) < * -gydhd- / * -gydhd-~
Mbwami é-yo / é-yo (9/10)

Badu: e-y3 / é-y3 (9/10)

Munguma e-yo / é-yo (9/10)

Njwande £-y3 / €&-y3 (9/10)

Ebe E-9¢re / a-gere€ (9/6)

CT: Tiv i-y3 / i-y3 (9/10)

23



i NIGERIA
Northern Tivoid: Tonal circumfixation in 9/10~8 and 9/6 oG

THORN: PB *-jigia (3/4 ~5/6), PBC *ui-zibo / ti-zibo

Bujigi dzi: / d-d3i: (9/6) < * -dgi:- / * -dgi:-"
Wumenou gyd: /gys: (9/8<*10) < * -gyd:- / * -gyd:-
Mbwami é-fafa / a-fdafa (9/6)

Badu: é-0d / da-0a (5/6)

Munguma sambd / samba-u (7/8)

Njwande 0-ydki / a-ydki (3/6)

Ebe 0-ydgé / a-yagé (3/6)

CT: Evand i-fan / d-sdan (9/6)

Bu/ Wu SG: merger of circumfixational *L- -L pattern with root L

Bu / Wu PL: reflexes of class 8~10 and 6 circumfixes *H- -H
*H-L-H > *H-HL-H > *H-H-‘H > H-HM

24



Conclusion:

Traces of adnominal gender suffixes in Northern Tivoid
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? ?
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(-bu) -

Angitso & KieRling

? ? - ""‘bé-
_ _ ) (-

i} i} i} *f.

_ _ ) *4-
-m(V) *-m(V) - *mo-
_ _ _ *ki-
i} i} i} *hi-
2 ? - *ﬁ_, -
? ? - -
n.a n.a. n.a. n.a
n.a. (-bu) ( bu) -
(-x) - f3-
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Reconstructing an eroding adnominal gender suffix system

Degradation of individual gender suffix systems:
(a) cline of reduction by desegmentalisation
(b) loan words commonly integrated by NPx only, no NSx
(c) traces of non-cognate fossilized NSx

How to recognize fossilized NSx in cross-Tivoid comparison:
(a) different patterns of incongruent circumfixation
(b) non-cognate terminal consonants
(c) tonal alternations in number paradigm
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