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Tivoid languages

* Tiv and various under-described
Tivoid languages in
Cameroon/Nigeria:

Ugare, Evand, Itang, Icheve

Bantoid noun class system,

various Tivoid complexities (e.g.

circumfixation of adnominal
class markers)

Concurrent numeral classifier
system
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Evand gender system: adnominal gender marking by circumfixation

NPx-Root-NSx: ki-tam-eék ki-md-k vi-tam-év vi-al3-v
7 -fruit-7 7-one-7 8-fruit-8 8-two-8
‘one fruit’ ‘two fruits’
 INPx- |-Nsx  lexample

s, 0,0, 2- L1 () >-kas ‘woman’
m va- Vv va-kas-év ‘women’

3 - 4-nd-t ‘mouth’

i- -1 i-kiv-i ‘hand’, i-d&gimbi ‘avocado, pear’
m a-, é- [...] -é, - a-sangi ‘seeds’

m mo- - moé-mual-um ‘water’, ma-ka-m ‘medicines’
ki-, ké- Vk Ii-tam-ék 'fruit’, ké-t3-k ‘head’

m vi- Vv vi-tam-év ‘fruits’

m i-, e- [...] <) i-pam ‘animal’, e-sange 'seed'

i-, é- o i-nam ‘animals’, é-dzua ‘penises’

1A ka- -Vk ka-ana-k ‘thing’

6-, Vii- Vv 6-ka-v ‘medicine’, vii-angér-év ‘pain’
k- -Vk ka-téng-3k 'ear



Ugare gender system: adnominal gender marking by circumfixation

-
- a-, g-, v-, neér ‘person’

m (v)a-, (v)e- - é-nér ‘people’

- u- - u-kpéndé ‘hand’

- i-ya:n ‘leaf

d- - d-yi:n ‘leaves’
a-, e- - e-ffin ‘blood’
9-, ku- -2? nam ‘animal’

I\

- indm ‘animals’
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Ugare gender system: internal reconstruction of adnominal noun class suffixes

- Surface form (noun class) Underlying form

nér ‘person’ (1) < *.nér-
m é-nér ‘persons’ (2) < *é-nér-
u-kpam ,chief (1) < *l‘z-kpcim-\
d-kpim ,chiefs (2) < *d-kpdm-~
0 i-kpa ‘bag’ (1) < *i-kpa-"
E d-kpd ,bags‘ (6) < *d-kpa-~
i-bd ‘sack’ (1) < *i-ba-’
m d-ba ,sacks‘ (6) < *d-ba-
m i-kev ‘coconut’ (1) < *i-kév-
1LI8 d-kév ‘coconuts’ (6) < *d-kév-~
ndam ‘animal’ (9) < *-pnam-
IS i-ndm ‘animals’ (10) < *{-nam-~



Cross-Tivoid adnominal gender suffix comparison and reconstruction

Canonical noun structure: *“NPx-Root-NSx
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Distribution of gender suffixes

Not all nouns in a given class take gender suffixes

Loanwords integrated by gender prefixes only, commonly no gender suffixes,
But: tonal gender suffixes attested in Tiv

Diagnostic contrast with syntactic contexts that require presence vs. absence of gender
suffixes:

Tiv: igia (5/6) ‘gear’ (< i-gia- )
(a) 1i-gia ngi Juir-un ga
S5-gear:5 S5.AUX enter-PTCP NEG
‘A gear is not engaging.’
(b) Ja i-gia
on 5-gear:¥
‘on a gear’



Reconstructing an eroding adnominal gender suffix system

Degradation of individual gender suffix systems:
(a) cline of reduction by desegmentalisation
(b) loan words commonly integrated by NPx only, no NSx
(c) traces of non-cognate fossilized NSx

How to recognize fossilized NSx in cross-Tivoid comparison:
(a) different patterns of incongruent circumfixation
(b) non-cognate terminal consonants
(c) tonal alternations in number paradigm



Incongruent circumfixation patterns

*i-fol-1 / d-fol-a ‘hole’ (5/6)
Evand: (yé-li / mo-li-m (5/6a))
Itang: i-hér / d-hér
Icheve: i-féli / a-féli
Iyive: (i-hdn / a-hdn)
Ipulo: (i-pi / 3-pi)
Tiv:  i-hyiula / d-hila (5/6)
Ugare: (i-kdl / a-kilz (5/6))

Icheve: generalization of class 5 NSx *-i
Tiv: generalization of class 6 NSx *-d



Ugare: reanalysis of NSx -m (6a) as root-final consonant

*ki-ydngu-k / *vi-ysngu-v ~ *m-ysngu-m (7/8~6a) ‘bush rat’
Evand: (i-nam-i-gyu / i-nam-i-gyu (9/10))
Itang: {i-ydpgu-y / i-ysngu-v (7/8)
Icheve: (o-fina / é-fina (1/6))
Tiv: i-ydngu-y / m-ydngu-m (7 /6a)
Ugare: i-yopgum (5/?)

Ugare: fossilization of class 6a NSx *-m



Ugare: reanalysis of NSx -m (6a) as root-final consonant

*ki-kungu-k / m-kungu-m (7 /6a) ‘pigeon’
Evand: (i-yé-kukw-i / mo-kiikii-m (5/6a))
Itang: i-kupgu-y / m-kungu-m (7 /6a)
Icheve: d-kunguwu / m-kungu-m (1/6a)
Tiv:  i-kyungu-y / m-kungu-m (7 /6a)
Ugare: u-kingum / i-kingum (3/10)

Ugare: fossilization of class 6a NSx *-m



Ugare: reanalysis of NSx -m (6a) as root-final consonant

*ku-sil-ik / *m-sil-im (15/6a) ~ *ki-sil-ik / vi-sil-iv (7 /8) ‘chain’
Evand: ???
Itang: i-fili-y / i-fili-v (7/8)
Icheve: i-fili / a-i-fili (5/6)
Tiv:  i-fil-iy / m-fil-im (7 /6a)
Ugare: u-sélim / i-sélim (3/10)

Ugare: fossilization of class 6a NSx *-m



Itang: reanalysis of NSx -y (7) as root-final consonant

*ki-késé-k / *vi-késé-v ‘black edible caterpillar’
Evand: ké-késé-k ~ vé-késé-v (7/8)
Itang: i-késéy / d-késéy (5/6)

Icheve: ké-késé-k ~ vé-késé-v (7/8)
Tiv: (i-gyd ~ d-gd (9/6))
Ugare: u-kéhé ~ i-kéhé (3/10)

*i-gbiil- ~ ki-gbiil-Vk / d-gbiil- ‘clot in liquid’
Evand: ki-gbuli-k ~ d-gbul (7/8)
Itang: i-gbturuy ~ d-gbil (swellings on body) (9/6)
Icheve: wigbémbiwyi ~ égbembi (7/6)
Tiv: i-gbytul ~ d-gbul (9/6)
Ugare: 1i-gbyil ~ d-gbul (9/6)

Itang: fossilization of class 7 NSx *-k~



Tonal evidence of adnominal NSx

‘animal’ (PB *nama; PBC *i-nama/ *i-)

*i-nam- / i-nam-i (9/10)

Evand: i-nam / i-nam (9/10)
Itang: i-nam / i-nam (9/10)
Icheve: i-nam / i-nam-e (9/10)
Iyive: i-ndm / t-ndm (9/10)
Ipulo:  &-pam / é-pam (9/10)
Tiv: i-nam / i-nam (9/10)
Ugare: jnam / i-nam (9/10)

Icheve: retention of class 10 NSx -é

Evand, Ugare: retention of *H tone reflex of class 10 NSx

Tiv: retention of *H tone reflex of class 10 NSx: *H-L-H > *H-HL-H > *H-H-‘H > H-HM
Itang, Iyive, Ipulo: no NSx traces



Tonal evidence of adnominal NSx

‘fly’ (PB *gi (9/10); PBC *i-zin/*i-)

*i-dgin- / i-dzin-i (9/10)
Evand: 1i-dsi / i-dsi (9/10)
Itang: i-dzi / 1-d3zi (9/10)
Icheve: i-dzin / i-dgin-i (9/10)
Iyive: ?? /i-dzi (2?/10)
Ipulo: (i-kth / ?2? (5/?7?))
Tiv: i-dzi / i-dsi (9/10)
Ugare: ¢&idire / i-&i (9/10)

Icheve: retention of class 10 NSx -i

Evand, Itang, Ugare: retention of *H tone reflex of class 10 NSx

Tiv: retention of *H tone reflex of class 10 NSx: *H-L-H > *H-HL-H > *H-H-‘H > H-HM
Iyive: inconclusive, Ipulo: non-cognate



Tonal evidence of adnominal NSx

‘navel’ (PB *kobu ~ todu (5/6); PBC *li-kwop/ *a-)

*i-tsémb-V / i-tsomb-V ~ d-tsomb-V (9/10~6)
Evand: e-tsomb / é-tsomb (9/10)
Itang: i-tfomb / d-tfomb (9/6)
Icheve: eé-tsimb / d-tsimb-é (9/6)
Iyive: i-tfdmb / ?? (9/??)

Ipulo: (i-tung- "/ vi-tung- " (7/8))
Tiv: i-tsomb-u / d-tsomb-0 (9/6)
Ugare: tsemb-e / é-tsimb-i (9/10)

NSx L tone reflexes (class 9) vs. H tone reflexes (class 10) in all varieties (except Ipulo)
Icheve: class 6 NSx

Tiv, Ugare: different patterns of assimilations of NSx vowels in SG and PL



Conclusion

Gender indexation by circumfixation in noun forms and agreement markers is not
restricted to Tiv, but widespread in Tivoid

Adnominal gender suffixes attested in all Tivoid varieties reported so far
reconstructable to Proto-Tivoid level

in relation to adnominal prefix indexation, suffix system in various stages of
disintegration

Desegmentalisation and reduction to tonal indexes most advanced in Ugare

Importance of tone in morphological analysis: disentangling grammemes from
lexical roots, morphophonological tone alternations

Restriction of NSx to subsets of individual genders: underlying principles unclear
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