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Tivoid languages

* Tiv and various under-described
Tivoid languages in
Cameroon/Nigeria:

Ugare, Evand, Itang, Icheve

Bantoid noun class system,

various Tivoid complexities (e.g.

circumfixation of adnominal
class markers)

Concurrent numeral classifier
system
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Tivoid gender systems by adnominal circumfixes

| Tiv.__ | Ugare | Icheve | Jang | _ Evand ___

EN - -

a-, O-, v- (-)
(v)a-, (v)é- (-)
ti- (-)

i- (-)

d- (-)

ll- 0- a-

V- -V, O-
6- - G- -

d- (-, é- (-)

mi- -mi, mi- -myg

ké- (y), (u)i- -y~

vé- (v), vi- -vi
i--, & -

i- -, & -(§)
(k)d- - w(é)

(k)ﬁ' -ll[é, 0- - ll[é

- (' ); u'

3-, 0- (-)
vd- -v

- -t

L

d- -, é- -6
mo- -m

ki- -k, ké- -k~



Tivoid gender systems by associative marker (AM)

-_

E 2= a= =

mmbd: (v)e= vé= e i V=
li: u= uw= U= =~ =
mi= i= iy = f= =’ i =
md= é= dy = d= =" d—
0 rma = &= mdy = = =m’ md =
A Ki= - kiy = i= =y ki =
mn‘lb’i= - viy = vi= =V vi=
mi= 1= iy = i= = =
10 & i= fy= = =’ {=
' - (k)ay = - kd =
14 EIOE . . vi= =v :
kﬁ: - kuw = i= =y o —



Tivoid associative constructions

Ugare:

Icheve:

Itang:

Evand:

la v-an = ner u-niia
1-child:1 1.AmM 1.person 1-that
‘child of that man’

2a u-ke-yji uw-e= u-ndl
l1-woman-1 1-AMm  1-person
‘wife of a person’

3a u-nom u-na= u-kwds

1-husband:1 1-Am 1-woman:1ENC
‘husband of a woman’

4a o-ka u= u-num
1-woman 1 1-husband
‘woman of a husband’

[NPx,-N,(-NSx,)] (=NEncl,)

1b b-w-dn e= ner u-nan
2-1-child 2.AM 1.person 1-this
‘children of this man’

2b v-u-ke-vi v-€=  u-ndl
2-1-woman-2 2-AM 1-person
‘wives of a person’

3b d-nom-ov d-na-v=  u-kwds

2-husband-2 2-Am-2

‘husbands of a woman’
4b vd-kad-v vd= u-num=373
2-woman-2 2
‘wives of a husband’

1-woman:2ENC

1-husband = 2ENC



Tivoid numeral classifier constructions

Morphosyntax: reanalysis of associative construction as classifier construction
[N, AM N,] NUM > [CLF AM N] NUM

Ugare: numeral classifier ti-gbéndé (3/6) ‘muscle’ for items with bulging shape:

5 u-gbéndé ti-gwdnde u-twdm 5’ *u-gwdnde u-twam
3-CLF <muscle 3.AM:3-mussel 3-one 3-mussel 3-one
‘one mussel’ (lit. ‘one muscle of mussel’)

Tiv: numeral classifier or (1/2) ‘person’ for insects

6 or u=1i-yiyé mom 6> *i-yiyé i-my5m
1: CLF<PERSON 1.AM=10-black.ant:1.ENC 1:one 10-black.ant 10-one
‘one black ant’

restricted systems: no full lexical coverage
all classifiers are etymologically transparent, derived from full nouns
incipient stage of development



Cross-Tivoid comparison of numeral classifier nouns (1)

Range of application: source Ugare Evand Icheve Itang Proto-Tivoid
examples meaning reconstruction

longish outgrowth from a base
longish outgrowth separated
from its base: spinach,
pepper, (hair) [...]

longish woody outgrowths

detached from their base:

pear, kolanut

flexible plants detached from

their natural base: cassava,

bitterleaf, spinach [...]

creepers detached from their

natural base

‘stem’

‘branch’

‘wood’ /

‘stick’

‘stalk’

‘rope’

i-tfin (5/6)

Gi-gba: (3/6)

u-té: (3/10)
'stick’

u-té: (3/10)

u-yi (3/10)

i-tiné-’
(5/6)
@-gba:-
(1/6)

u-kon

'wood'

i-kén-~
(3/10)

ui-gongula
(3/10)
‘stalk’
a-kol
(3/10)

i-tiné i-tiné (5/6)
(9/6)

ki-té-k 3-k5n(3)
(7/8) 'wood'
'stick’

ki-té-k f-gwongwd
(7/8) (5/6) ‘stalk’
6-yi(  G-yi(3/10)
3/10)

i-tiné (5/6) *i-tiné(-1) (5/6)

*{1-gba:- ~ -gba:- /
a-gba:- (1~3/6)

{-gba (1/6)

*ki-té-k(V) / vi-té-
v(V) ‘stick’;
*t-kan(-)a / i-kén(-?)

‘wood’

u-koén (3/10)

‘wood’

u-kon (3/10)
‘stick’

*a-géngul-a (3/10)

a-gongala (3/10)
‘stalk’

u-kol (3/10)
u-mend (3/10)
‘(plant) shoot’

*4-k61-? / i-k6l-?
*Q-yi-? / i-yi-? (3/10)



Cross-Tivoid comparison of numeral classifier nouns (2)

Proto-Tivoid

reconstruction

Range of application: examples | source Ugare Tiv Evand Icheve Itang
meaning

i-sang (9/6)

small globular objects: bean,

nut, button, [...]

ovate botanical products and
formations (esp. from dough
and liquid): potato, buns [...]
big round(ish) fruits and
vegetables: watermelon,
melon, cabbage

objects with curved or bulging

outline: pod, mussel, kernel of

nut types, tortoise shell [...]

fingers of banana and plantain
fruits of different types

flat objects: paper, picture,
banknote [...]

seeds of stone fruits: mango,

cashew, African pear, raffia

‘seed’

‘fruit’

‘fruit’,
‘head’

‘muscle’

‘finger’

‘leaf’

‘palm

kernel’

i-fay (5/6)

@O-tam (9/6)

@-tam (9/6)

‘fruit’

u-gbéndé
(3/6)

i-yan (5/6)

ku-kwa
(9/10)

Coman ey e

i-sapge
(9/6)
i-tam-éy
(7/6)

i-tam-éy
(7/6)
“fruit’
i-gbéndé-
Y (7/6)

i-ka-
(3/10)
i-ké (9/6)

‘testicle’

e-safnge

(9/6) ‘seed’

ki-tam-ék

(7/8)

wji-daggwé-

wi (7/8)
‘fruit’

3-ka (3/10)

g-sange (9/6)

ké-tam-£k (7/8)
wi-danggwé-uyi
(7/8)

ki-t6-uj (7/8)
‘head’

o-num (3/10)

3-kangi (3/10)

i-ko (9/6)
'(palm)nut/s'

i-tam-fy (7/6)

i-tam-fy (7/6)

‘fruit’

i-gbénd (9/6)

‘shell’

u-nom (3/6)

‘pointer’

a-ka (3/10)

i-ko (9/10)

‘palm nut’

*j-sange- / 4-sange-
" (9/6)

*ki-tam-ék / vi-tam-
év ~ a-tam-?
(7/8~6)

*ki-gbéndé-k ~ -
gbéndé-? / 4-
gbéndé-? (7~3/6)

*u-ka-? / *i-ka-?
(3/10)
*1-ké / &-ké ~ i-ké

(9/6~10)



Tivoid classifier categories

LONGISH OUTGROWTHS

N\

ATTACHED TO
THEIR NATURAL

DETACHED FROM

THEIR NATURAL BASE

BASE (< STEM)

RIGID/WOODY
( < STICK/TREE)

FLEXIBLE
( <BRANCH/

STALK)

SHAPE
ROUNDISH FLAT ( <LEAF)
LIMP SMALL SIZABLE BIG BULGING
( <ROPE) ( <SEED) (<FRuUIT) | | (<HEAD) ( <MUSCLE

/ SHELL)




Longish outgrowths attached to vs. detached from their natural base

Classifier “i-tineé-(i) (5/6) ‘stem’: LONGISH OUTGROWTHS ATTACHED TO NATURAL BASE

Ugare i-tfin / é-ffin (5/6) ‘stem’:.  é-tfin i-fo u-rukpd
6-CLF<STEM:6 6.AM:1-hair 6-two
‘two single strands of hair (in situ)’

Tiv: i-tiné- "/ d-tiné- " (5/6) ‘stem’: d-tiné d i-tfer d-hd:
6-CLF <STEM:6 6.AM 5-hair:ENC 6-two
‘two single strands of hair (in situ)’

Tivoid: classifier *i-gbd:- / d-gbd:- (1/6) ‘branch’: LONGISH OUTGROWTHS DETACHED
FROM NATURAL BASE / SEPARATED FROM EACH OTHER

Ugare: ti-gbd: / d-gbi#: (3/6) ‘branch’ d-gbt: i-fo u-rukpa
6-CLF <BRANCH:6 6.AM:1-hair 6-two
‘two single strands of hair (pulled out from their roots)’

Tiv: gbd: / d-gbd: (1/6) ‘branch’ d-gbd- d i-tfé: d-ha:
6-CLF <BRANCH-6 6.AM 5-hair 6-two
‘two single strands of hair (separated from each other)

o



Longish outgrowths attached to vs. detached from their natural base

Classifier “i-tineé-(i) (5/6) ‘stem’: LONGISH OUTGROWTHS ATTACHED TO NATURAL BASE

Itang i-tiné i=u-say i-m3m
5-CLF<STEM:5 5.AM=1-spinach:ENC 5-one
‘one spinach plant (with roots)’ (lit. ‘one stem of spinach’)

Icheve: d-tiné dy-e £-lelé d-fa:le
6-CLF<STEM:6 6-AM  1-spinach:ENC  6-two0:6
‘two pepper plants’ (lit. ‘two stems of pepper’)

Tivoid: classifier *i-ghd:- / d-gbd:- (1/6) ‘branch’ ~ *i-gongiil-i (3/10) ,stalk*:
LONGISH OUTGROWTHS DETACHED FROM NATURAL BASE

Itang: u-dza u=u-say u-mom
1-CLF<BRANCH 1.AM=1-spinach:ENC 1-one
‘one spinach plant (detached from its roots)’ (lit. ‘one branch of spinach’)

Icheve: i-gwingws iy-€ £-1€lé i-m5
5-CLF<STALK:5 5-AM  1-spinach:ENC 5-one-5
‘one spinach plant (detached from its roots)’ (lit. ‘one stalk of spinach’)



Longish outgrowths detached from their base: RIGID vs. LIMP

Classifier *u-kol-? / i-kol-? (3/10) ‘rope’: LIMP LONGISH OUTGROWTHS DETACHED FROM THEIR BASE

Tiv: i-kor i=a-tsakd i-tda:
10-CLF<ROPE:10 10.AM=1-potato:ENC 10-three
‘three sweet potato plants (ex situ)’

Itang: i-kol i=a-tsakd i-tal
10-CLF<ROPE 10.AM=1-potato:ENC 10-three
‘three sweet potato plants (ex situ)’

Classifier *1i-kon(-)ii / i-kén(-?) (3/10) ‘stick’ / *ki-té-k(V) / vi-té-v(V) (7/8) ‘tree’:
RIGID LONGISH OUTGROWTHS DETACHED FROM THEIR NATURAL BASE

Itang: u-kon  d=mdngoro u-mim
3-stick 3.AM=1.mango 3-one
‘one mango tree (ex situ)’

Tiv: u-kon mdngoro u-m3m
3-stick 3.AM 1.mango  3-one
‘one mango tree (ex situ)’



Cross-Tivoid comparison of numeral classifier nouns

Etymology of classifiers for longish outgrowths

Meaning LONGISH LONGISH LONGISH LONGISH
ATTACHED DETACHED |DETACHED |DETACHED

RIGID LIMP RIGID FLEXIBLE

*i-tiné(-i) (5/6)

Ugare ROPE-1 STICK-1 BRANCH-1
Tiv STEM ROPE-1 STICK-2 BRANCH-1
Itang STEM ROPE-1 STICK-2 BRANCH-2 / STALK
Icheve STEM ROPE-2 STICK-2 STALK

Evand STEM ROPE-2 STICK-1 STALK
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Cross-Tivoid comparison of numeral classifier nouns

Etymology of classifiers for roundish, curved and flat items

Meaning ROUNDISH ROUNDISH ROUNDISH BULGING
SMALL SIZABLE BIG

*i-sange- / d- |*ki-tdm-ék / vi-
gé- (9/6) |tdm-év (7/8)

FRUIT MUSCLE LEAF-1
FRUIT MUSCLE LEAF-2
FRUIT SHELL LEAF-2
FRUIT HEAD - LEAF-2

FRUIT - LEAF-2

Angitso & KieBling 14



Conclusion

numeral classifier systems with restricted lexical coverage
concurrent to full fledged noun class system of Bantoid type
embryonic stage of development reflected in weak grammaticalisation:

classifier construction inherits the full spectrum of its source, i.e.
associative construction

classifiers originate in synchronically coexisting nouns and retain all
nominal properties (syntactic independence, gender assignment,
number sensitivity, trigger of noun class agreement), hardly any
indication of nominal decategorisation

sole indicator: semantic generalisation



Conclusion: Proto Tivoid classifier nouns and their modern reflexes

Meaning |LONGISH ATTACHED |LONGISH DETACHED ROUNDISH ROUNDISH FLAT
< *STEM < *STICK SMALL < *SEED |SIZABLE < *FRUIT | < *LEAF

*{-tiné(-i) (5/6)  *ki-té-k(V) / vi-té-v(V) *i-sange- /4~ *ki-tdm-ék / vi- *0-ka-? / *i-ka-?

‘tree’ (7/8) sangé- (9/6) tam-év ~ a-tam- (3/10)

*(1-kan(-)d / i-kén(-?) ? (7/8~6)

‘stick’ (3/10)
Ugare i-tfin (5/6) a-té: (3/10) i-fay (5/6) @-tam (9/6) i-yan (5/6)
i-tiné-" (5/6) G-kén i-sapge (9/6) i-tam-éy (7/6) 1-ka- (3/10)
i-tiné (5/6) G-kén (3/10) i-sapg (9/6)  i-tam-y (7/6)  G-ka (3/10)
Icheve i-tiné (5/6) 3-k5n(3) g-sange (9/6) ké-tam-ék (7/8) S-kangi (3/10)
. wji-daggwé-uyi

(7/8)
i-tiné (9/6) ki-té-k (7/8) &-sange (9/6) ki-tam-ék (7/8) 3-ké (3/10)
‘seed’
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